
Top 10 Personal Safety Tips 
P R O V I D E D  B Y  T H E  Y A L E  U N I V E R S I T Y  P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  

1. No lock works UNLESS YOU LOCK IT. 

2.  Lock public doors or gates to your apartment building, or office. Lock your doors when you leave 

your office or apartment.  Lock your doors before you go to sleep.  Always lock windows that are 

accessible from the outside.  Never leave a public door propped open, even for a friend.  Leave spare 

keys with a trusted neighbor or friend, never hidden near your door. 

3. Take precaution in safeguarding your valuables (i.e. laptops, cell phones I-Pads etc.) Do not leave 

valuables unsecured and unattended.  Register your bikes and laptops (more info at 

http://publicsafety.yale.edu ).  Write down the Serial Numbers of valuable items.  

4. Keep house and car keys on separate key chains. When leaving your car for service, or at a parking 

lot, leave only the car keys.  Never attach your address to your keychain. Yale urges you never to 

attach your Yale ID tag to your keychain.   

5. Identify visitors through a window or peephole before opening the door. 

6. Request that service people show proper credentials before you let them in. If necessary, 

call the company to verify employment. Do not lend your keys or Yale ID tag to anyone. 

7. If a stranger asks to use your telephone, politely refuse. Offer to call for assistance for them. 

8. Please do not walk alone at night. Remain aware of your surroundings (i.e. remove ear 

buds.) Use lighted pathways. When well-lit areas are not available, please call 432-WALK  (432-

9255). A uniformed Security Officer will be dispatched to your location and escort you to your 

on-campus destination. You will recognize these officers by their white shirts, navy pants, 

prominent SECURITY labels, and an official security badge on the left side of their chest. 

9.  Sign up for the Bulldog Mobile Program: http://publicsafety.yale.edu/bulldog-mobile.  Bulldog 

Mobile gives students, staff and faculty on campus an effective way to coordinate with Yale Police 

(YPD) via mobile device to help provide a safe and secure campus environment.  With Bulldog 

Mobile, you can use your cell phone as a personal security device to activate the GPS tracking 

technology and escort timer options. 

10.  Report to police any unusual or suspicious activity near your home, room, or around your 

neighbors' homes or apartments.  Program the Yale Police Phone number into your cell phone: 203-

432-4400.  Remember, IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING. 
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